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Status 

1 )|3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 21 December 2001 . 
2a)n Tliis action is FINAL. 2b)El This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is In condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) M is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) 1:6 is/are rejected. 
/)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 111 The drawing(s) filed on 21 December 2001 is/are: aM accepted or bjD objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action orfonn PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Aci<nowl8dgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19{a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * 0)0 None of; 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Infbmiatlon Diadosurs Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SBraS) 5) □ No«<» of Informal Patent Application (PI 

Paper No(sVMail Date laZMil. 6) □ Other 



Application/Control Number: 10/029,902 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1765 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following Is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification sinali conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particuiariy point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current 
U.S. practice. They appear to be a literal translation Into English from a foreign 
document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 

4. Regarding claimi, lines 13-17, the phrase "opening in the second metallization 
level and in the second insulating layer first windows (1 1 ) corresponding to the first 
openings and second strip-shaped windows (12), the external contour of which 
corresponds to the internal contour of the second openings" renders the claim indefinite 
because it is unclear whether the opening is directed to the first windows or the first 
opening or the opening is directed to both the first and the second strip-shaped 
windows. 

5. Regarding claimi , lines 18-19, the phrase "forming in a maslcing layer (20) 
covering the structure third windows larger than the first windows," renders the claim 
indefinite because it is unclear whether the "forming step" is directed to covering the 
structure third windows or forming a third window in a masking layer. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1 -6 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejectipn(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The prior art does not teach or suggest a method including the step of fomiing a 
first window and a second window by opening in the second metallization level and in 
the second insulating layer, wherein the first window corresponds to the contour of the 
first opening and the external contour of the second window corresponds to the internal 
contour of the second opening as defined in claim 1 . 

8. The closest prior art French patent 2,779,271 disclose a process of forming a 
structure, wherein openings are formed in two metallization layer and two insulation 
layer but fails to teach forming a first window and a second window in the second 
metallization layer and in the second insulating layer, wherein the first window 
con-esponds to the contour of the first opening and the extemal contour of the second 
window corresponds to the internal contour of the second opening as defined in claim 1 . 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Ful<ase et al (3,998,678) and Cathey et al (6,165374) disclose 
conventional process of forming an array of emitter tips. 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shamim Ahmed whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
1457. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Thu (7:00-5:30) Every Friday Off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by teiephone are unsuccessfui, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nadine G Norton can be reached on (571) 272-1465. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infonmation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). ^ 



872-9306. 




Shamlm Ahmed 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1765 
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